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FORD, Harry                    
 
Private, 203483 
11th (Service) Battalion, Essex Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Friday 22nd March 1918 
Killed in Action  
Cemetery: Beaumetz-les-Cambrai Military 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 32 years 
 
 
Born around the beginning of 1886 Harry Ford was the third child of Frederick and 
Elizabeth Ford née Challis.  In 1891 he was living with his parents, three sisters, 
Emily, Bridget and Bertha, brother Frederick and a lodger in their small cottage at 11 
Peas Hill, Haverhill.  By 1901 the family had moved to 28 Burton End and there was 
another son, Thomas, born in 1893.  By this time Harry was working as a baker’s 
assistant.  Ten years later the family was still together, the six children all unmarried 
and living at 28 Vine Cottages.  Harry had become a baker’s confectioner and was a 
foreman for Haverhill Co-operative Society and his mother was now an overlooker at 
Gurteens clothing manufactory, where his sisters were sewing machinists. His father 
and brother Frederick both worked as gardeners for the Gurteen family who lived in 
The Mount. 
 
Harry was to meet local girl Martha Agnes Claydon, a dressmaker who lived at 
nearby Primrose Hill and later on in 1911 they were married. They had a child 
named Catherine, who was born around the end 1913. The family home was 39 
Withersfield Road. 
 
Just a few months later and in the early weeks of the war Harry volunteered for 
military service in Bury St Edmunds and his enlistment was recorded in the South 
West Suffolk Echo on 9th September 1914.  His rank was given as Conductor but the 
regiment was not stated.  Later, however, he served overseas in the 11th (Service) 
Battalion Essex Regiment as Private No. 203483. 
 
The 11th Essex was part of Kitchener’s Third New Army that landed in France in 
August 1915 as part of the 71st Brigade. It was to see action on the Western Front, 
including Ypres in 1915, the Somme and La Bassee in 1916 and Cambrai and Loos 
in 1917.   
 
The Battalion also fought in the Battle of St. Quentin from 21st to 23rd March 1918. 
This was the first phase of the German spring offensive known as the 
“Kaiserschlacht” (Kaiser's Battle). The surprise assault came on the foggy morning of 
21st March 1918 along a fifty mile stretch of the British-held Front Line on the 
Somme battlefield stretching from Cambrai, to St. Quentin and La Fère.   
 
Mass infantry attacks were preceded by massive artillery bombardments, gas and 
infiltration troops (better known as ‘Stormtroopers’). Most forward positions were 
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completely overwhelmed, but many of the redoubts held out – inflicting heavy losses 
on the Germans. The defenders of the British Third and Fifth Armies were up against 
a superiority in troop numbers of three to one; 26 British divisions were up against 62 
German divisions, with an accompanying strength of 6,600 German artillery pieces 
compared to 2,600 British guns. By the close of the day the Germans had broken 
through on a large front.  

 
The Regimental history says:  

‘The early morning was again misty and advantage was taken of this by 
the enemy to place machine gun fire and trench mortars a short distance 
from the wire. Their movements were observed and from 7.30 am until 11 
am  a number were shot down. No communication had been established 
with the artillery, so its fire could not be directed, but apart from this 
disadvantage the situation remained much the same until 4.30 pm when a 
report came that the enemy had broken through the corps line to the north 
of Morchies and was moving south-west, rendering the position of the 18th 
Brigade most critical. 
By 6.30 pm it had become untenable, as the enemy penetrated the right 
flank and the Brigade was isolated, though for a time the stout resistance 
of two platoons of the Royal Scots afforded material aid. At midnight 
Brigade headquarters ordered withdrawal without waiting for relief. Buses 
were promised at the Monument, Favreuil-Sapignies road. but shells were 
falling around this point and no buses were available, so the exhausted 
units of the Brigade staggered along the road to Buchanan Camp. All 
ranks fell asleep at each ten minutes halt, but there was no straggling, 
and at 6.30 am on March 23rd, seven officers and 77 other ranks 
marched steadily into camp.’ 

 
Harry was one of fifty two men from the 11th Essex Regiment who were killed in 
action during the Battle of St Quentin. He died aged 32 years, on 22nd March, the 
penultimate day of this battle.   
 
Harry was buried in Beaumetz-les-Cambrai Military Cemetery, which occupies 
ground captured by the enemy on that day.   

 
The cemetery is the final 
resting place of 250 British 
soldiers of whom only 75 
have known graves. 
 
Harry is also remembered 
on the Roll of Honour in the 
Old Independent Church. 
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Harry’s brother Frederick was another casualty of this war. Buried in Haverhill 
Cemetery in 1919 his gravestone bears the inscription: 
 

Pte Frederick Ford…who died Feb 2nd 1919 whilst on leave from France.  Aged 
29 years… 
 
Pte. Harry Ford…brother of the above who was killed while on active service in 
France…March 22nd 1918  Aged 32 years. 
“ 

 

 
 

The family home after the war was at 39 Withersfield Road and it appears that 
Martha Ford never remarried. Their daughter Catherine, it seems, married Frank N. 
Walker in 1939.  


